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Bread Loaf. The first meal served will be lunch on Tuesday, August 16th; 
the last will be breakfast on Sunday, August 28th. Rooms must be 
vacated by 11:00 a.m. on August 28th. 


If you wish to live off-campus, you should so indicate when you apply. 
Wewill make available to admitted Bread Loafers a directory of housing 
in the area which can be rented for the Conference session. Rental 
arrangements are your responsibility. 


At Bread Loaf the tennis and volley ball courts are rarely empty, and 
you will find a variety of activities in addition to the formal program of the 
Conference. Swimming in the mountain streams is bracing; there is 
excellent trout fishing. The long Trail offers 245 miles of hiking pleasure 
in the Green Mountains. In nearby Middlebury Village and its environs 
you can find country auctions, a craft center, riding and golf facilities. A 
little further north, The Shelburne Museum offers a unique collection of 
early Americana. 


DATES AND FEES 


The conference will begin on Tuesday, August 16th, and will 
end on Sunday, August 28th. 


Tuition 
(for contributors with manuscript conferences) $480 
(for contributors without manuscript conferences) 440 


Room and Board 260 


Total 
(contributors with manuscript conferences) $740 
(contributors without manuscript conferences) 700 


At the time of admission, we require a non-refundable deposit of $50, 
which will be credited toward tuition fees. The deposit is payable within 
two weeks after an applicant receives notification of acceptance, and it 
will hold a place at the Conference until July 15th, when the balance of 
the fees will be payable in full (bills will be mailed for that balance in June). 
Please do not send money with your application. Any admitted 
Conference member who has not paid his/her fees in full by July 15th will 
forfeit his/her place at the Conference. 


FINANCIAL AID 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference offers three types of financial aid; 
fellowships, tuition scholarships and working scholarships. All are 
awarded in competition on the basis of submitted manuscripts; all are 
given only to people attending a full session of the Conference. We have 
no provisions for supporting independent writing projects. 


Fellowships pay full tuition, room and board at the Conference. A 
candidate must be nominated by an editor, publisher, literary agent, 
teacher of creative writing or a well-known writer, and must have had 
one book published or accepted for publication (privately printed books 
are not accepted). Upon receipt of a nominating letter, we will notify the 
candidate of the nomination and send him/her an application to 
complete. The candidate or his/her nominator must supply us with a 
copy of the published book, or the galleys or typescript of it, in support of 
the application. 


Nominations must be made by March 1st, and applications, with 
supporting material, must reach the Conference office by April 1st. 
Nominations by phone cannot be accepted. 


Since the purpose of the fellowships is to provide assistance to writers 
just beginning their publishing careers, we will not usually consider 
applicants who have published more than two books in the genre in 
which they are applying. A candidate, for instance, might have published 
several works of poetry, but if he/she had a first book of fiction published, 
we would consider an application for a fellowship in fiction. 


Tuition scholarships pay tuition, but not room and board. Candidates 
must have had their work published in recognized periodicals or 
university journals, but must not have hada book published. Procedures 
and deadlines for nomination and application are the same as for 
fellowship candidates. 


Candidates for both fellowships and scholarships should have only 
one letter of nomination sent. Manuscripts sent in support of an 
application must be in the genre in which an author has been published. 
For example, a book of poems will not suport an application in fiction. 
Recipients of awards are expected to bring to Bread Loaf for criticism 
work in the genre in which they have been accepted. 


Working scholarships provide room and board at the Conference, and 
pay all but $100 of the tuition fees. Recipients work as waiters and 
waitresses in the dining room. Neither nomination nor publication is 
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necessary, but amanuscript submitted in support of an application must 
show special promise. Applications for working scholarships should be 
made by May 15th. 


The financial aid awards are made solely on the basis of the work 
submitted. If you apply for financial aid but would like to be considered 
for admission even if you do not receive an award, you should so indicate 
on your application. 


All recipients of financial aid are expected to bring work in progress to 
Bread Loaf for staff criticism. All candidates for financial aid will be 
notified of the results of the competition in June. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Correspondence concerning admission, fees, travel, etc., should be 
addressed to the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, Middlebury College, 
Middlebury, VT 05753. The office telephone (until August 12th) is 
802-388-3711, extension 2286; thereafter call 802-388-7946. 
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Bread Loaf Faculty - 1982 


ADMINISTRATION 
Olin C. Robison, President of Middlebury College 
Robert Pack, Director, Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference 


Stanley Bates, Administrative Director, Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference 


Carol Knauss, Administrative Assistant, Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference 


Admissions and Editorial Board: Robert Pack, Stanley Bates, Gary 
Margolis, Carol Knauss, David Huddle, Jay Parini 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference is one of ten summer 
programs offered at Middlebury College. Others include the 
Schools of Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Russian and Spanish, and the Bread Loaf School of English in 
Vermont and at Oxford, England. 


HISTORY 


The Writers’ Conference convenes annually in late August at the 
Middlebury College Bread Loaf campus, located at the foot of Bread 
Loaf Mountain in the Green Mountain National Forest in Vermont. The 
campus is a sprawling complex of Victoriana, built in the late nineteenth 
century by Joseph Battell, who, during a long lifetime acquired 
thousands of acres of land in the mountains and subsequently willed 
them to the College. The Conference began in 1926 as a special short 
course in creative writing, added to the program of the existing summer 
school of English, but by 1929 it had achieved its own identity. 


The buildings at Bread Loaf have been modernized, and the road up 
the mountain has been paved, but despite these concessions to 
convenience, the campus has changed little in the last fifty years. The old 
Bread Loaf Inn, with its yellow clapboard exterior and central dining hall; 
the huge Barn with its fieldstone fireplace; the outlying buildings with 
their porches and wicker chairs, and the stillness of the surrounding 
forest: all are much as they were when the Conference began, and help 
ensure that the most important activity at Bread Loaf — dialogue — may 
continue now, as then, free from distraction. 


For over half a century some of the best known American writers have 
studied or taught at Bread Loaf — Robert Frost, Archibald MacLeish, 
John Crowe Ransom, Wallace Stegner. 


PROGRAM 


The purpose of the Conference is to provide an opportunity for 
sustained dialogue among writers. It draws established and prospective 
writers, as well as teachers of writing. You should think of the 
Conference not as a place where you write, but one where you talk, with 
colleagues, about writing as a craft and as a profession. Through 
lectures, discussion groups, workshops, panels and readings, the craft of 
writing prose and poetry is discussed, together with the related topics of 
editing manuscripts, submission of work to publishers, author/agent/ 
editor relationships and the teaching of writing. 


The Conference staff consists of professional writers who are also 
professional teachers. The resident staff in 1983 will include six poets and 
seven prose writers, and twelve associate staff. Editors, authors’ agents 
and publishers will be present for short visits during the session; they will 
offer lectures and panels and will be available for informal discussions. 
Recent visitors have included David R. Goodine (David R. Goodine, 
Publisher, Inc.), Paul Gray (Time), Peter Davison and Michael Curtis 
(The Atlantic Monthly) and Stanley Lindberg (The Georgia Review). 


The Conference is divided into two parts. During the first week, the 
staff will lecture about writing as a craft, and will conduct discussion 
groups to amplify lecture material. In the second week, the emphasis 
shifts from theory to practice, as workshops in poetry, fiction and 
nonfiction convene to consider contributors’ manuscripts. Each contrib- 
utor will meet privately with the staff member who has read his/her 
manuscript. This individual conference offers a close critique of a limited 
amount of material. (The Directors reserve the right to limit the amount 
of material submitted at the Conference for criticism.) 


ADMISSION 


Applicants are subject to careful selection. Admission will be offered to 
those who, in the judgment of the Admissions Board, show serious 
literary interest. No one should assume that acceptance to the Confer- 
ence constitutes a step toward literary discovery and fame. 


If you wish to bring a manuscript to Bread Loaf for criticism, you 
should enclose with your application examples of your writing in the 
genre in which you would like criticism. A dozen poems, two or three 
short stories or articles, or about 40 pages of anovel, should accompany 
an application. At Bread Loaf, during the Conference, a staff reader will 
try to identify both strengths and weaknesses in a manuscript, and will 
suggest what might be done to improve it. Such improvement is the 
author’s responsibility; what he or she learns, it is hoped, will be helpful in 
future literary efforts. 


Some applicants may prefer to attend the Conference without 
bringing a manuscript. Such preference should be indicated on the 
application, and a manuscript does not need to be sent to support an 
application in such instances. 


All activities of the Conference — lectures, discussion groups, panels 
and readings — are open to all members of the Conference, and 
everyone is invited to participate in them. 


Completed applications should be sent to the Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT 05753. Manuscripts 
should be clearly typewritten and will be returned only if accompanied by 
a self-addressed envelope and sufficient postage. The return address 
should be complete and clear. We recommend that you keep copies of 
your manuscripts, since there may be a delay in returning them to you. 
We cannot assume responsibility for lost manuscripts, although we will 
take reasonable precaution to prevent loss. 


We will accept applications at any time until the beginning of the 
Conference. We will notify all appplicants, by mail, of the decision of the 
Admissions Board, within about six weeks after we have received an 
application. 


Application must be made for the entire session; we will not enroll 
anyone at Bread Loaf for less than the full twelve days of the Conference. 
No refunds of fees will be made for those who must leave the Conference 
early. We reserve the right to request the withdrawal of any member. 


Restrictions of space at Bread Loaf make it impossible for us to offer 
accommodations to guests or families of Conference members. Bread 
Loafers who wish to have their families or guests with them must arrange 
their housing and meals off-campus. 


We cannot consider applications from persons under 18 years of age. 


ROOM AND BOARD 


Bread Loafers are housed in buildings on the mountain campus; all of 
these buildings are within walking distance of each other, but the campus 
covers an area of over two miles, and we need to know, when you apply, 
if you plan to bring a car, so that we can arrange accommodations 
suitably. Rooms will be ready for occupancy on Tuesday, August 16th, 
1983. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN WE ACCOMMODATE 
ANYONE AT BREAD LOAF PRIOR TO AUGUST 16th. 


You must be prepared to accept a roommate. Most of the rooms at 
Bread Loaf are doubles; none have private baths. We make every effort 
to ensure that roommates will be compatible, and, in fact, some life-long 
friendships develop between Bread Loaf roommates. Since the Confer- 
ence lasts only for twelve days, and since you spend relatively little time 
(we hope) in your room, having a roommate should not be a difficulty. 


Meals are served in the dining room in the Bread Loaf Inn, and are 
under the supervision of the Middlebury College Dining Halls. We 
cannot make provisions for people who require special diets. Bread 
Loafers who are staying off-campus should not expect to have meals in 
the dining room, since it can only accommodate the number of people in 
residence. A snack bar in the Conference lounge provides sandwiches 
and light meals. 


Room and board are included in a comprehensive fee which is not 
refundable. We cannot make reductions for any meals not eaten at 





